Interpretive Guidance – RPT use in non-patient care areas

Question: Can an HCO be cited if appliances are plugged into relocatable power taps (RPTs) in non-patient care areas to avoid adding wall outlets? Would the previous configuration be allowed if the RPT is screwed to the wall?
Response: The code prohibits use of flexible cords and cables as a substitute for fixed wiring; furthermore, attaching RPTs to building surfaces is also prohibited.  The use of RPTs in conjunction with *appliances introduce the electrical safety risk of exceeding the current rating of the RPT.  The deployment and use of these RPTs in this manner demonstrate the apparent need for the installation of additional electrical outlets.  Computers and related peripheral personal use equipment do not pose the same electrical safety risk as appliances and should be considered compliant when used with an RPT. This configuration still must meet the requirements below: 

NFPA 70-2011
400.8 Uses Not Permitted. Unless specifically permitted in 400.7, flexible cords and cables shall not be used for the following:
(1) As a substitute for the fixed wiring of a structure
(2) Where run through holes in walls, structural ceilings, suspended ceilings, dropped ceilings, or floors
(3) Where run through doorways, windows, or similar openings
(4) Where attached to building surfaces 
Exception to (4): Flexible cord and cable shall be permitted to be attached to building surfaces in accordance with the provisions of 368.56(B) This provision is for flexible cords and cables in a busway
(5) Where concealed by walls, floors, or ceilings or located above suspended or dropped ceilings
(6) Where installed in raceways, except as otherwise permitted in this Code
(7) Where subject to physical damage

*Appliance: A device or equipment designed to perform a specific task, typically for use in the home or a domestic chore such as refrigerator, toaster, or coffee maker. These devices, although connected or powered by a utility such as water, electricity or gas does not provide ambient environmental support nor is used in a clinical application.
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