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• According to OSHA’s Surgical Smoke guidance, smoke evacuator tubing, filters, 
and absorbers should be considered infectious waste when contaminated with 
blood or other potentially infectious materials (OPIM) and disposed of accordingly. 
(OSHA eTool – Surgical Smoke Plume)

• Minnesota law and MPCA guidance define infectious medical waste as including 
disposable items such as tubing, catheters, and dressings that have been in contact 
with surgical sites, wounds, or body fluids. (MPCA – Infectious Waste Management; 
Minnesota Statutes § 116.78, Infectious waste for generators )

• Importantly, this guidance does not classify all smoke evacuator tubing as 
hazardous or RCRA waste. It only becomes hazardous waste if it contains regulated 
chemical hazards, such as chemotherapeutic agents, which are a small subset of 
cases. For standard surgical cases, tubing can be safely managed as 
biohazardous/infectious waste, in compliance with OSHA and MPCA standards, 
without requiring dual or hazardous waste disposal.
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