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AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTERS “PIVOTAL” IN MOVING OUTPATIENT SURGICAL SERVICES

 INTO LESS EXPENSIVE, CLINICALLY APPROPRIATE SETTINGS

Ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) play a pivotal role in moving services into less expensive yet clinically appropriate settings, concludes a study issued today by the independent health economics and policy firm KNG Health Consulting. Other key findings from the study, which examined the growth in the number of ASCs between 2000 and 2007, include

· ASCs are essential Medicare providers of surgical and cancer screening services.

· 70% of the growth in Medicare services provided by ASCs between 2000 and 2007 is the result of moving procedures from hospital outpatient departments (HOPDs) into the less expensive ASC setting.

· For gastrointestinal and ophthalmology services—two major types of services ASCs provide—75% and 94% of the growth, respectively, in ASC services over the study period is from the migration of services into the less expensive ASC setting.
· Unlike what some critics suggest, ASCs do not result in a higher overall surgical volume.

“For some time, the ASC community has maintained that the key reasons ASCs are in such high demand with physicians and their patients are the high-quality surgical services, topnotch patient care and cost-effective alternative they offer,” said ASC Association Chair Alsie Sydness-Fitzgerald, CASC. “This research confirms what we have known for a long time. This study clearly shows that policies that support ASCs should be a part of any health care reform plans the current Congress and Administration adopt.”

“With this study, we now have the data we need to conclusively demonstrate that ASCs have long been playing a critical role in meeting America’s surgical needs,” said Richard E. Francis, Jr., chair of the ASC Coalition, an organization of ASC associations and companies that commissioned the study, and chief executive officer and director of Symbion, an ASC management and development company. Some of the other important conclusions that can be drawn from the research findings, adds Francis, include
· ASCs have been a beneficial partner to Medicare and its beneficiaries in constraining spending growth by providing a lower-priced option for outpatient surgical needs.

· The health care reform objectives articulated by the US Congress and the Administration—promoting efficient use of services in the health care system and improving the value of Medicare’s spending—are inextricably linked to promoting the use of ASCs for beneficiaries’ outpatient surgical needs.
To enable ASCs to continue playing a positive role in the migration of services into less expensive outpatient settings, the ASC Association is supporting H.R. 2049, the Ambulatory Surgical Center Access Act of 2009.  The bill ensures that

· Medicare will always save more than 40% in ASCs when compared to HOPDs.

· Patients will be able to compare the price and quality of services ASCs and HOPDs provide. 

###
The ASC Association is a national, nonprofit association that represents the interests of those who own, operate and seek the services of ASCs throughout the nation. The organization represents more than 2,500 ASCs, the professionals who provide care in such ASCs and the patients who seek care there. Visit the association online at www.ascassociation.org.


